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the German negotiator, Dr. Wohltat, had been in
Bucharest virtually demanding a German monopoly
of Roumanians foreign trade, and after March. 15th he
could bang on the table.    It was an extremely un-
pleasant situation, and the Roumanian Government
was glad to escape from it with nothing worse than
the commercial treaty of March 23rd,1 which was
announced to the public as a very favourable affair;
most Roumanians took it to imply a German guarantee
of their frontiers since it specifically referred to the
exploitation of the natural resources of Transylvania
and the Dobrogea,    Roumanians mobilisation, like
Hungary's, continued and increased; to watch, as the
present writer did, a continuous stream of Roumanian
troop trains, complete with Red Cross trains, etc.,
proceeding day after  day from  Cluj  towards  the
Hungarian frontier was to fill one's mind with very
disagreeable conjecture.   Both sides glowered at each
other and refused to take the first peaceful step.   All
this aroused a certain amount of Roumanian national
feeling, but one heard almost as much cynicism as
enthusiasm, especially with regard to hypothetical
resistance to Germany.  After all, the Government was
afraid to allow anything derogatory to the Germans
to appear in the press, which was often less cautious in
critizing the Western Powers.   The prestige of France
and Britain had sunk so low in the autumn that pro-
tests in Paris or London against German action in
Bohemia or Memel-land or against the Italian seizure
of Albania were not seriously regarded,  and  the
British guarantees to Roumania and Poland were at
first received with incredulity.   German propagandists
1 Sec below, p. 92,